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Dear Chairs of National DURGs 
Dear DURG members 
 
This Bulletin intends particularly to 
inform you all about the Euro-
DURG involvement in the ISPE 
meeting that will be organised in 
Bordeaux, August 22-25, 2004.  
Please keep in mind that the dead-
line for abstract submission is 
February 20th!    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most members of the Executive 
Committee will be involved in the 
abstract review process and we 
hope that a large number of high 
quality DUR studies for presenta-
tion in Bordeaux will make it 
through the selection procedure.  
The special EuroDURG Tuesday of 
the conference will focus on the va-
lidity assessment of drug consump-
tion data and on quality indicators 
of drug prescription. 
 
The latter will be the special inter-
est topic of EuroDURG for the year 
2004.  In May of this year, special-
ists in the field of prescribing qual-
ity indicators will assemble in Brus-
sels for a two days workshop, 

sponsored by WHO and the Bel-
gian Health Organisation RIZIV.  
Preparation started a few months 
ago at the University of Groningen 
with an in-depth literature search 
aiming to identify all key research-
ers in this field.  Summary and con-
clusions of the workshop will be 
presented in Bordeaux.  
  
For our future activities, it was with 
great pleasure that the EuroDURG 
board accepted the invitation of UK 
DURG to organise a joint meeting 
in June 2005.  We are aware about 
the need of our members to find a 
specialized audience to present 
their DUR work at the European 
level.  Four years after our meeting 
in Prague, we will be able to offer 
this opportunity again next year in 
Northern Ireland.   
 
In the mean time, we hope you will 
join us already this summer in Bor-
deaux.  Please start now to prepare 
your DUR abstract and do not miss 
the deadline for submission!   
 
Robert Vander Stichele 
EuroDURG Chair 
 

EuroDURG Quality Indicator Meet-
ing (DURQUIM) 
May 13-15, 2004 
Brussels 
 

EuroDURG intends to bring to-
gether researchers and policymak-
ers in the field of prescribing qual-
ity indicators. The meeting will fo-
cus on exchanging experiences with 
developing, validating and using 
prescribing quality indicators At the 
EuroDURG general assembly at the 
ISPE conference in Edinburgh 
2002 the intention to organize a 
meeting on quality indicators is de-
clared. This intention is further 
worked out at the 2003 EACPT 
conference in Istanbul.  
Continued on page 2. 
 

 
EuroDURG organization 
President  
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in stead of EuroDURG.org) 

 
*case-sensitive 
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Call for abstracts for 
ICPE Bordeaux 2004,  

see page 3 

Quality Indicators 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Funding, from WHO and RIZIV 
(Belgian Health Organization), has 
made it possible to prepare a meet-
ing for up to 40 participants. The 
scientific preparation is taken up by 
a workgroup at the university of 
Groningen, the Netherlands under 
supervision of Prof. F:M. Haaijer-
Ruskamp. This group will prepare a 
discussion paper for the invitees of 
the workshop and will lay down the 
results of the meeting in a review 
paper. 
   
EuroDURG has chosen to focus on 
quality indicators, as worldwide at-
tention is being paid to quality as-
sessment and improvement of 
health care. Policy makers, as well 
as health care professionals and the 
general public demand reliable and 
meaningful information on the 
quality of health care.  With the 
majority of doctor-patient encoun-
ters resulting in a prescription, par-
ticular attention has been paid to 
prescribing indicators. Prescribing 
data is relatively easily accessible 
and to date various indicators have 
been used for identifying problems, 
for monitoring change and to pro-
vide feedback data to prescribers in 
several countries, for example the 
US, Australia, Denmark, Sweden, 
Belgium and the Netherlands.  
However, there is still considerable 
debate about the usefulness, reli-
ability and validity of the different 
indicators. Little collaboration be-
tween countries leads to a lack of 
consensus in Europe on criteria of 
measuring prescribing quality.  
 
In short there is a need for bringing 
together experts in Europe who will 
develop a set of recommendations 
for the development of indicators of 
prescribing quality and the criteria 
that have to be met. EuroDURG 
provides a good network to enable 
such a meeting. 
 
The workshop has set the following 
objectives:  

• To present a set of rec-
ommendations for the de-

velopment of indicators of 
prescribing quality and the 
criteria that have to be 
met.  

• A second objective will be 
to gain insight in what data 
sources are available and 
what sources do we still 
need. 

 
But, we need your help! 
Already a number of researchers 
throughout Europe have been in-
vited. They have been selected 
from publications in the interna-
tional literature, and through the 
EuroDURG-network. Nevertheless, 
we still would like to identify addi-
tional workers in the field of quality 
indicators, either researchers or 
policymakers in your region.  
 
Do you know people who we 
should approach for the meeting, 
please forward their names to us 
before the end of February 2004. 
 

  
Even better, ask these persons to 
approach us if they are interested to 
attend the meeting.  
 
Peter Mol, project-leader Euro-
DURG QI meeting  
e-mail: p.mol@med.rug.nl 

 
Attention to all national Euro-

DURG contact persons: 
 

Membership fees. 
As you will all be aware, an institu-
tion like the EuroDURG cannot be 
maintained without incoming mem-
bership fees. If too many members 
fail to pay, EuroDURG may even 
have to shut down its activities as a 
consequence. Calls for payment of 

Quality Indicators 
 (continued) 

Membershipfees 
Message from the 

treasurer  

MEMBERSHIP FEE STATUS  FOR INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES AS OF 
31.12.2003 
    
COUNTRY YEARS DUE Call for payment 

sent 
Paid 

Armenia 2000-2001-2002-
2003 

01.05.03   

Belgium 2001-2002-2003 01.05.03 / 17.07.03   
Bulgaria 2000-2001-2002-

2003 
01.05.03   

Croatia 2001-2002-2003 01.05.03   
Czech Republic 2003 14.04.03 03.12.03 
Denmark 2003 01.05.03 13.05.03 
Germany 2002-2003 01.05.03 03.12.03 
Greece 2000-2001-2002-

2003 
01.05.03   

Hungary 2001-2002-2003 01.05.03 / 17.07.03 07.10.03 
Iceland 1999-2000-2001-

2002-2003 
01.05.03 / 22.05.03   

Israel 2003 01.05.03   
Italy 2001-2002-2003 01.05.03   
The Netherlands 2000-2001-2002-

2003 
*   

United Kingdom 2001-2002-2003 *   
Norway 2003 01.05.03 13.06.03 
Sweden 2003 01.05.03   
Russia 2002-2003 01.05.03   
Spain 2001-2002-2003 01.05.03   
    
* Membership fee status for The Netherlands and United Kingdom still has 
to be sorted out. 
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fees containing a list of years due 
for each individual country were 
sent to the contact person of each 
country May 1st 2003 (except for 
The Netherlands and United King-
dom as specific conditions involved 
for these countries still have to be 
sorted out). Unfortunately, very few 
contributions have entered our bank 
account on Tenerife. 
 Within the next few months, 
calls for payment of fees covering 
2004 – and previous years where 

appropriate – shall be sent to the 
contact persons. Unfortunately 
regular invoices cannot be sent out, 
as the number of members in each 
country remains unknown to us. 
Therefore, we have to rely on this 
information given by you in each 
case. If you as an elected contact 
person are not in charge of your na-
tional DURG’s finances, please, 
hand over the call for membership 
fees to the person who is. Also, if 
you have changed your address, 

please, inform our secretary Hanne 
Ström. 
 Note that - according to the 
EuroDURG constitution - members 
who fail to pay their membership 
fees may be excluded!   
 Below, you will find a list of 
members and their membership fee 
status as of December 31st 2003. 
 
John Larsen,  
Treasurer EuroDURG 
 

Announcement 
 

International Conference on Pharmacoepidemiology 
and Therapeutic Risk Management 

The International Society for Pharmacoepidemiology (ISPE) will organize the 20th International Conference on Pharma-
coepidemiology and Therapeutic Risk Management in Bordeaux, from Sunday 22nd to Wednesday 25th of August , 2004.  
ISPE conferences are alternating organised in the States and in Europe.  It is already for the fourth time that EuroDURG 

will participate in the ISPE conference when this conference is taking place in Europe.  Previously, this was the case in Ber-
lin (1998), Barcelona (2000) and Edinburgh (2002).  Detailed information of the symposium and instructions for abstract 

submission are available at the ISPE website 
www.pharmacoepi.org 

 

Tuesday August 24: EuroDURG day 
The conference in Bordeaux will be again a joint ISPE/EuroDURG meeting with one special day, i.e. Tuesday 24th, dedi-
cated to drug utilisation studies.   In the morning, a EuroDURG/ISPE Plenary session will be organised handling two hot 

topics in the field of drug utilisation research.  First, the validity of drug consumption data expressed in volume and expen-
diture will be discussed.  Second, recent developments in the use of quality indicators for drug consumption and personal-
ized prescriber feedback will be highlighted.  During the afternoon sessions, a special symposium will be dedicated to each 

of these topics with some guest speakers and oral presentations of selected DUR abstracts in the same field. 

EuroDURG guided poster walk 
At lunchtime of the same day, a EuroDURG guided poster walk will be organized.  Authors of abstracts selected for the 

DUR poster presentation of Tuesday, will be invited to give a short oral presentation at their poster site.  EuroDURG will 
grant a ‘Best Poster Award’, offering the winner free registration for the UK DURG-EuroDURG meeting in Northern Ire-

land in 2005 (see further in this bulletin). 

Call for abstracts 
The deadline for abstract submission is Friday, February 20, 2004.  Please visit the ISPE website www.pharmacoepi.org 
for detailed instructions and for online submission.  To facilitate the selection of DUR abstracts, please register your ab-

stract under the heading ‘Prescribing and Utilisation’. 

EuroDURG general assembly 
Please note that the 2004 general assembly of EuroDURG will also be organised in connection with the ISPE conference in 
Bordeaux.  Detailed information for the election of the president and the members of the Executive Committee can be found 

in the letter of the nominating committee in this bulletin. 

Call for attendance 
EuroDURG invites the members of all national DUR groups and all other scientists involved in drug utilisation and quality 
indicators research to come to the Conference in Bordeaux.   The 20th ICPE Conference will offer you the unique opportu-
nity of 2004 to meet colleagues, to present your research and to discuss the results.  We look forward to meeting you all in 

Bordeaux!!! 
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Professor Hugh McGavock from 
the University of Ulster and former 
Chairman of UK DURG offered to 
host and organise a joint UK 
DURG and EuroDURG meeting at 
the University of Ulster, around the 
end of June 2005.  The campus is 
located in a very pleasant part of 
Northern Ireland, near the coast and 
about 40 miles from Belfast inter-
national airport.  Four years after 
the meeting in Prague, this will be a 
new opportunity for EuroDURG to 
be involved in the organisation of a 
meeting completely dedicated to 
drug utilisation research.  It was 
hence with great pleasure that the 
executive committee approved the 
EuroDURG involvement. 
 
 

New national groups 
 
EuroDURG is a pan European 
association with a mission to 
promote drug utilization research as 
a means to improve drug use. It 
encourages communication and 
cooperation between scientists 
interested in drug utilization and 
pharmacoepidemiology and 
encourages the adoption of the 
standard international drug use 
research methodology.  
 
The Executive Committee has the 
incentive to help establishment of 
national DURGs in the countries 
where it still does not exist, 
especially in the newly formed and 
CEE countries. The aim is to adopt 
these countries as full EuroDURG 
members and involve them in the 
EU projects. 
 
The first step was to send out a 
questionnaire to possibly interested 
persons (through personal contacts) 

in different countries about their 
expectations and needs. 

In that sense, contact persons from 
countries with no national DURG 
up to now were asked how can 
EuroDURG contribute to the 
foundation of a national DURG 
(e.g. co-organization of a 
local/national meeting, providing 
written information etc.), and to 
suggest names of people who 
would be interested and should be 
contacted by EuroDURG. 

Persons from countries with an 
existing national DURG were asked 
whether the support of EuroDURG 
would help strengthening the 
situation of their DURG, what kind 
of support is needed the most (e.g. 
co-organization of local/regional 
meetings etc.), and which issues of 
DUR are the most relevant aims in 
their country. 
 
We hope to be able to report about 
the results of this initiative in the 
next issue of the Bulletin! 
 
 

The EuroDURG general assembly 
will be held on Monday 23 August 
from 18:00 to 19:00 at the venue of 
the ISPE conference. An important 
issue will be the election of the 
Executive Committee. See 
information from the Nominating 
Committee. Preliminary agenda of 
the general assembly: 
 
1. Election of chair and secretary 

for the meeting 
2. Approval of the agenda 
3. Report of the EuroDURG Ex-

ecutive Committee 2002-2004 
4. Financial Report 
5. Election of EuroDURG execu-

tive committee 2004-2006  
6. Election of nominating com-

mittee 2006 
7. Closing remarks from the chair 
 
 

 
Dear National DURGs in Europe, 
Dear individual EuroDURG 
members, 
 
According to our constitution, the 
Chair and the Executive Committee 
of EuroDURG have to be elected 
every two years. The next elections 
will take place at the next Euro-
DURG Meeting in Bordeaux, Au-
gust 2004. 
 
Elections of the Executive Commit-
tee are prepared by a Nominating 
Committee, consisting of Marit 
Rønning, Norway, Morten Ander-
sen, Denmark and Lolkje T.W. de 
Jong-van den Berg, the Nether-
lands. 
 
To this purpose, National 
DURGs and individual members 
are invited to send their propos-
als of candidates to the Nominat-
ing Committee within the dead-
line of May 10th 2004. The names 
of the candidates for the 2004 elec-
tion will be published on the Euro-
DURG website 
(www.eurodurg.com) and sent out 
to all national chairs. 
 
When making their proposals, 
EuroDURG Members are invited to 
consider that: 
 
1.  All 11 Members of the Execu-

tive Committee (The Chair and 
10 Members) have to be 
elected. 

 
2.  The 10 Members of the Execu-

tive committee should come 
from different European re-
gions: to this regard, contacts 
among the National Groups be-
longing to the various Europe-
ans areas (e.g. Northern, 
Southern, Central-Eastern 
Europe) are recommended, in 
order to put forward concerted 
candidates (different National 

UK DURG  and 
EuroDURG  

meeting 2005  
Information  

from the nominating  
committee 

Applicant  
countries 

EuroDURG general 
assembly in Bordaux, 

August 2004 
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Groups may agree on a com-
mon candidate). 

 
3.  Members who have served in 

one of the following offices 
(chair, vice-chair or scientific 
secretary) for two consecutive 
terms i.e. four years, shall not 
be eligible for re-election in the 
office they have held for the 
following two terms, i.e. four 
years. This has no implications 
for any of the present members 
of the executive committee.  

 
The Chair and the 10 Members of 
the Executive Committee shall be 
elected at the General Assembly by 
the delegates of each country pre-
sent at the meeting on the basis of 
one country one vote. 
 
Members from one country appoint 
their delegate and make this known 
to the Chair at the start of the Gen-
eral Assembly. 
 
The election shall be by secret bal-
lot. The country delegates will re-
ceive two ballot papers, one for the 
election of the Chair and the other 
for the 10 members of the Execu-
tive Committee; on this second bal-
lot, the delegates will be asked to 
rank their preferences from 1 (first 
choice) to 10, in order to allow a 
weighted outcome.  
 
Proposals should be sent to: 
Marit Rønning,  
WHO Collaborating Centre for 
Drug Statistics Methodology,  
Norwegian Institute of Public 
Health,  
P.O. Box 4404 Nydalen,  
NO-0403 Oslo, Norway 
Phone. +47 23408159 
Fax: +47 23408146 
e-mail: marit.ronning@fhi.no 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An ESCMID Postgraduate Educa-
tion Course is organized from 29th 
April - 1May2004 at Pruhonice, 
Czech Republic. The title of the 
course is “Measuring, Auditing and 
Improving Antimicrobial prescri-
bing.” Many of the EuroDURG re-
searchers have some affiliation with 
the subject, so if you are interested, 
contact:  
Vlastimil.jindrak@homolka.cz 
 

Chair  
Dr. R. Vander Stichele (Belgium)  
Heymans Institute of Pharmacology 
Ghent University 
De Pintelaan, 185 
B-9000 Gent Belgium 
+32 9 226 98 08 
Robert.VanderStichele@rug.ac.be  
 
Secretary  
Hanne Strøm (Norway) 
WHO Collaborating Centre for 
Drug Statistics Methodology 
Norwegian Institute of Public 
Health 
PO Box 4404 Nydalen  
NO-0403 Oslo, Norway 
Tel.: +47 23 40 8161;  
fax:  +47 23 40 8146 
hanne.strom@fhi.no  
 
Treasurer  
Dr. John Larsen (Denmark)* 
Clinical Pharmacology, University 
of Southern Denmark 
Winsløwparken 19 
DK-5000 Odense C, Denmark 
e-mail: jlarsen@health.sdu.dk 
 
Members 
Dr. Christer Luthman  (Sweden) 
Apoteket Svanen 
Box 71 
S-29121 Kristianstad 

+ 46 706637786 
christer.luthman@apoteket.se  
 
Prof. Dr. Joerg Hasford (Germany) 
Pharmacology Research Group 
Department of IBE 
Ludwig-Maximilians-University 
Marchioninstr. 15 
D-81377 Munich 
+49 89 70954780 
has@ibe.med.unimuenche.de  
 
Dr. Alfonso Carvajal (Spain) 
Instituto de Farmacoepidemiología 
Univ. Valladolid  
Avda Ramón y Cajal 7  
47009 Valladolid SPAIN  
Tel: +34 983263021  
Fax: +34 983423022  
E-mail: carvajal@ife.uva.es 
 
 
Dr. Monique Elseviers (Belgium) 
Department of Nephrol-
ogy_Hypertension 
University Hospital Antwerp 
Wilrijkstraat 10, 2650 Edegem, 
Antwerpen 
e-mail: Elsevier@uia.ua.ac.be  
 
Peter Mol, Mpharm (the Nether-
lands) 
University Groningen, Department 
of Clinical Pharmacology 
P.O.Box 196, 9700 AD Groningen 
+31 50 3638313 
p.mol@med.rug.nl  
 
Dr. Vera Vlahovic Palcevski (Croa-
tia) 
 University of Rijeka, Medical 
School, Dept. of Pharmacology 
Brace Bracnhetta 20 
5100 Rijeka 
e-mail: Vvlahovic@inet.hr 
 
Dr. Svetlana A. Ratchina (Russia) 
State Medical Academy 
P.O. Box 5, Smolensk, 
214019 Russia 
Tel.: +7 812 611301/27 ext. 114 
e-mail: sveta@antibiotic.ru 
 
Prof. Dr. Stephen Chapman (UK) 
Department of Medicines 
University of Keele 
Stafffordshire ST5 5BG, Keele 
e-mail: 
s.r.chapman@mema.keele.ac.uk 

EuroDURG  
executive committee  

2002-2004  

Postgraduate Course 
on antimicrobial  

prescribing, 
Czech Rep. 
April 2004 
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An update of National 
DURGs in Europe 

Chairs and/or  
contact persons also to be found 

on our web page:  
http://www.eurodurg.com 

 
ARMENIA: DURG-Armenia 
Dr. Irina Kazarian 
Department of Pharmacy, National Institute of Health 
49/4 Komitas Avenue 
Yerevan, 375051, Republic of Armenia 
Tel.: +374 2 227247; fax: +374 3907216 
e-mail: ioannis@1x2.yerphi.am  

BELGIUM: B-DURG 
Monique Elseviers 
Department of Nephrology_Hypertension 
University Hospital Antwerp 
Wilrijkstraat 10, 2650 Edegem, Antwerpen 
e-mail: Elsevier@uia.ua.ac.be  
  
BULGARIA: DURG-Bulgaria 
Dr. Zlatka Dimitrova 
Medical University – Sofia, Faculty of Pharmacy 
2 Dunav Street 
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria 
Tel.: +359 2 98026; fax: +359 2 9874 
e-mail: zdimitrova@mbox.pharmfac.acad.bg  

CROATIA: Croatia-DURG 
Vera Vlahovic Palcevski 
University of Rijeka Medical School 
Dept. of Pharmacology 
Brace Bracnhetta 20 
5100 Rijeka 
e-mail: Vvlahovic@inet.hr 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC: Czech-DURG 
Dr. Petr Dvorak 
State Institute for Drug Control - SUKL,  
Srobárova 48 
100 41 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
e-mail: pdvorak@sukl.cz  

DENMARK: The Danish Society for Pharmacoepidemiology  
Dr. John Larsen 
Clinical Pharmacology, University of Southern Denmark 
Winsløwparken 19 
DK-5000 Odense C, Denmark 
e-mail: jlarsen@health.sdu.dk  

GERMANY: Gesellschaft für Arzneimittelnwendungsforschung und 
Arzneimittel-epidemiologie (GAA) e.V. 
Dr. Gerd Glaeske 
Zes, University of Bremen 
Parkalle 39 
28209 Bremen 
e-mail: Gglaeske@zes.uni-bremen.de 
 
GREECE: DURG GR 
Dr. A. Iliopoulou 
Section of Clinical Pharmacology, Dept. of Clinical Therapeutics, Ath-
ens University. Alexandra Hospital 
80 Vas Sofias Str. 
115 28 Athens, Greece 
Tel.+fax: +30 1 7771 731  
e-mail: ailiop@atlas.uoa.gr  
 

 
HUNGARY: DURG-Hungary 
Dr. Gyöngyvër Soós 
Department of Clinical and Social Pharmacy 
University of Szeged, Faculty of Pharmacy 
e-mail: SOOS@pharma.szote.u-szeged.hu  

ICELAND: IS DURG 
Anna Birna Almarsdottir 
c/o Almar Grimsson 
Al-BAS ltd Health-Pharmaceuticals Consultants 
Reykjavikurvegur 66 
220 Hafnarfjördur, Iceland 
e-mail: annab@decode.is  
 
ISRAEL: ISRAEL DURG 
Prof. Micha Levy, MD 
Dept. of Medicine 
Hadassah University Hospital 
Jerusalem 91-120, Israel  
Tel.: +972 2 6776 449; fax: +972 2 6422 384  
e-mail: rach@hassadah.org.il  

ITALY: DURG-Italia 
Dr. Alberto Vaccheri 
University of Bologna 
Department of Pharmacology 
Via Irnerio 48 
I-40126 Bologna, Italy 
Tel.: +39 51 248526; fax: +39 51 248862 
e-mail: vaccheri@biocfarm.unibo.it   

THE NETHERLANDS: NL-DURG 
Prof. Dr. Toine Egberts 
Dept. of Pharmacoepidemiology, Faculty of Pharmacy 
University of Utrecht 
PO Box 800082 
NL-3508 TB Utrecht, The Netherlands 
Tel.: +31 30 253 7325; fax : +31 30 253 9166 
e-mail: a.c.g.egberts@pharm.uu.nl 

NORWAY: DURG NO 
Kari Furu 
Norwegian Institute for Public Health 
Division for Epidemiology  
Postboks 4404 Nydalen 
Tel. +47 23408185 Fax. +47 23408146 
0403 Oslo 
e-mail: kari.furu@fhi.no 
SPAIN: DURG-ESPAÑA 
Dr. Emilio Sanz 
Clinical Pharmacology Unit, School of Medicine 
University of La Laguna 
E-38071 La Laguna, Tenerife, Spain 
Tel.: +34 922 319347; fax: +34 922 655995 
e-mail: esanz@ull.es   

RUSSIA 
Dr. Svetlana A. Ratchina 
State Medical Academy 
P.O. Box 5, Smolensk, 
214019 Russia 
Tel.: +7 812 611301/27 ext. 114; fax: +7 812 611294 
e-mail: sveta@antibiotic.ru   

SWEDEN: The Swedish Society for Pharmacoepidemiology 
Prof.Dr. Ulf Bergman 
Department of Clinical Pharmacology, Karolinska Institutet 
Huddinge University Hospital 
S-141 86 Huddinge, Sweden 
e-mail: ulf.bergman@hs.se  

UNITED KINGDOM: DURG-UK 
Prof. Dr. Steve Chapman 
Department of Medicines 
University of Keele 
Stafffordshire ST5 5BG, Keele 
e-mail: s.r.chapman@mema.keele.ac.uk 


