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educational session devoted to
drug utilization research.

The
Chair’s
message
Dear friends,
In the previous edition of this
bulletin, we kindly invited you
to attend the ICPE conference
in Copenhagen from 17 to 20
August 2008. We hope that
you already planned your trip
to Copenhagen to participate
in this most important DUR
event of the year. Maybe, you
contributed already actively
by sending in your abstracts
for
oral
or
poster
presentation.
The main aim of this extra
edition of the EuroDURG
bulletin is to inform our
membership about special DUR
related activities that will be
organized during the ICPE
conference. It will start
already on Sunday August 17
with
a
pre-conference

During
this
three-hour
session, the methodological
framework and tools for
cross-national comparison will
be highlighted (R. Vander
Stichele, M. Ronning) and
advantages and disadvantages
will be demonstrated using the
results
of
our
SIGDUR/EuroDURG
ongoing
project (M. Elseviers). Further
on, M. Anderson will handle the
validity of prescribing quality
indicators and C. Dormuth will
focus on time trend analysis
for program evaluation.
Monday, August 18, during
lunchtime, the DUR poster
walk will be organized. New
this
year
will
be
the
involvement of all visitors of
the poster session in the
nomination process for the
selection of the best DUR
poster (see further details in
this bulletin).

At ICPE 2008 Copenhagen

DO NOT MISS
the following events

To all EuroDURGers,
To all scientists active in
the
field
of
Drug
Utilization Research
Sunday, August 17
• Pre-conference
educational sessions:
Introduction to Drug
Utilization/Health
Services Research
(Auditorium 11, 8:30
– 12:00)
Monday, August 18
•

DUR Poster Session
(Hall A1, 12:15 –
13:30)

•

EuroDURG General
Assembly
(Room 20, 17:00 –
18:00)

Tuesday, August 19
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•

Cross National
Comparison Special
Workshop & Poster
Session (Poster area,
11:00-12:30)

•

Special Interest Group
Meeting SIG/DUR
(Room: see final
program,, 17:3017:30-18:30)
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On Tuesday, August 19, we
will offer you a special
workshop organized as a
commentated poster session
where the results of our Cross
National Comparison (CNC)
project will be presented. In a
special contribution of Vera
Vlahović-Palčevski on the CNC
project, you will find more
detailed information about the
special
poster/workshop
session in this bulletin.
Further on, we kindly invite
you to attend the EuroDURG
General Assembly that will be
organized on Monday, August
18, 17:00-18hrs in Room 20
of the Bella Congress centre.
We
will
welcome
your
contribution to draw out the
future of EuroDURG. Through
your national representative,
you can express your support
for our merge with ISPE and
the way we propose to do so.
During the General Assembly,
elections will be organized for
the nomination of a new chair
and executive committee.
Copenhagen will serve as a
milestone in the history of
EuroDURG. The future of our
organization
has
been
thoroughly discussed during
the conferences in Bordeaux,
Lisbon and Amsterdam. In
January 2008, we launched a
general proposal, asking the
national DUR groups to send us
their reactions. We proposed
to merge with the Special
Interest Group of Drug
Utilisation Research (SIGDUR)
of ISPE whereby EuroDURG
has to be considered as a
coordinating centre for DUR
studies
in
Europe.
Our
proposal is to develop these
activities as the European
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chapter of SIGDUR, keeping
the rights to engage in
European projects, to maintain
a European network of DUR
researchers
with
communication
via
own
teleconferences, bulletins, web
pages, etc. Several countries
reacted, mostly in support of
this proposal.
During the General Assembly
in Copenhagen, we will ask all
our member countries to
answer the following questions:
•

•

Does
your
country
support our decision to
develop
our
future
activities as the European
Chapter
of
SIGDUR,
taking
part
in
the
SIGDUR activities but
keeping the autonomy to
further develop European
initiatives?
Does your country engage
to become a represented
country of the European
Chapter of SIGDUR (with
a representative member
in
the
Executive
Committee
of
the
European Chapter), under
the condition that at least
25% of your national
members will become also
ISPE members?

Your national chair or contact
person (according to the list
included in this Bulletin) will
receive an invitation from our
nominating
committee
to
propose a representative of
your country to become
elected
as
the
official
representative of your country
in
the
new
executive
committee. Please feel free to
contact your national chair if

you are interested to take up
this function for the next
two-year period.
We look forward to meeting
you in Copenhagen! Do not miss
this unique opportunity to
receive
all
the
latest
information in the field of
DUR, to present your research
work and to meet your
colleagues and friends!

Monique Elseviers
Chair EuroDURG

Upcoming
Conferences
ISPE 2008 annual
conference (ICPE)
Copenhagen, Denmark
EuroDURGers and all people
interested
in
pharmacoepidemiology
are
cordially invited to attend the
24th International Conference
on Pharmacoepidemiology &
Therapeutic Risk Management
in Copenhagen, Denmark (ICPE
2008). The congress will be
held from August 16 – August
20, 2008. Meeting, hotel and
registration information can
be
found
at
www.pharmacoepi.org
As highligted in the Chair’s
message, the conference will be
preceded
by
educational
sessions. These preconference
educational sessions will provide
introduction
to
pharmacoepidemiological study
methods (e.g case control
studies), risk management and
basic tools of drug utilization
research and cross-national
comparison. Two key members
of EuroDURG ExCo (R. Vander
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Stichele, M. Anderson) and the
Chair
of
EuroDURG
(M.
Elsevier) are invited to lead the
educational workshops on drug
utilization
research.
As
separate
registration
is
required for some of the
educational sessions, please
do not forget to check it
during
your
conference
registration process.
The rich conference program
will offer various plenary
sessions, workshops, symposia
and poster sessions to the
audience. Lectures will be
devoted to hot topics such as
genetics. Workshops will give
insight
to
advances
in
statistical
methods
and
biological medicinal products,
etc. Pregnancy exposure, CNS
drugs
and
cardiovascular
therapy will be also in focus
during the conference. Special
Interest
Group
(SIG)
meetings
will
enable
participants
to
deepen
knowledge, to pick up recent
news and to meet foreign
colleagues working on the same
field. In addition an innovative
EuroDURG poster session will
be
also
organized
for
contributions in the field of
Drug Utilisation Research.

INVITATION TO
EURODURG GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

INVITATION TO
SPECIAL DUR POSTER
SESSION:

Monday, August 18, 2008,
from 17:00 to 18:00
ROOM 20, Bella Center

Monday August 18, 2008,
from 12:30 to 13:30
Hall A1, Bella Center

On behalf of the EuroDURG
executive committee, I am
pleased to announce that the
EuroDURG general assembly
2008 will take place in Bella
Center, Copenhagen, Denmark,
during the ICPE conference.
The general assembly is open
to all EuroDURG members.

All drug utilisation research
abstracts, submitted within
the
category
of
Drug
Utilization
Studies
and
selected
for
poster
presentation will be included in
the DUR poster session.

AGENDA
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

Ria Benko

8.

Pick up the voting
paper and select the
best DUR poster at
Hall A1
Monday August 18,
Bella Center,
Copenhagen at ICPE
2008 conference

9.

Election of chair and
secretary for the meeting
Approval of the agenda
Report of the EuroDURG
Executive Committee
2006-2008
Financial Report
Election of EuroDURG
executive committee
2008-2010
- Election of chair
- Election of 10 members
Election of nominating
committee 2010
European chapter of ISPE
SIG-DUR (Special
Interest Group in Drug
Utilisation Research)
Changes in EuroDURGs
constitution
Closing remarks from the
chair

We hope that you are able
distribute this information
the EuroDURG members
your country, and we hope
see many EuroDURGers
Copenhagen

to
to
in
to
in

Yours sincerely,

Hege Salvesen Blix
Secretary of the EuroDURG
ExCo

Each DUR poster presenter
will receive a personal letter
asking
for
participation.
Poster presenters will be
invited to be present at their
poster between 12:30 and
13:30
to
give
a
brief
presentation on the content of
the poster and to answer the
questions of the audience.
Members of EuroDURG will
visit all DUR posters to select
the best poster for the
EuroDURG
poster
award,
Study design, results, poster
layout and content and oral
presentation will be scored.
Posters will only be considered
for nomination if the poster’s
presenting author will stand
next to their work during the
DUR poster session.
We
kindly
invite
all
researchers in the field of
Drug Utilization Research to
attend the DUR poster session
and to help us to select the
EuroDURG poster winner. You
can make your selection of
best poster on a special form
that will be distributed at the
entry of Hall A1. After making
your choice, you can put the
form in the special box at the
entry of Hall A1.
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We look forward to meeting
you during the DUR poster
session and to receive your
‘best poster’ choice.

Monique Elseviers
Chair EuroDURG

EuroDURG
website
Since 1998 EuroDURG has its
own website available at:
http://www.eurodurg.com/
On this website you can find
information
on
the
organisation and about the
related activities. Concerning
organisational aspects, you can
find
the
EuroDURG
constitution both in English
and
Spanish
language;
moreover, it is possible to
consult the list of National
DURGs Chairs and the list of
Executive
Committee
members. Among activities,
you
can
download
all
EuroDURG
bulletins
and
acquire information on the
current and past research
projects (working groups).
If you wish to be informed
about the periodical news
placed on the website, you can
subscribe to the newsletter, in
order to receive an e-mail
whenever the website is
updated.

Elisabetta Poluzzi

Subscribe for
EuroDURG
newsletters at:
www.eurodurg.com

Update on
European
Projects
The overall aim of the
European
project
“HAPPY
AUDIT” project and its
intervention programme is to
reduce the occurrence of
bacterial
resistance
by
reducing
prescribing
of
unnecessary antibiotics for
respiratory tract infections
and by improving the use of
appropriate
antibiotics
in
suspected bacterial infections.
HAPPY AUDIT project:
Health Alliance for Prudent
Prescribing, Yield And Use
of Anti-microbial Drugs In
the Treatment of
Respiratory Tract
Infections
EuroDURG is a partner in the
project participating in the
steering committee meetings
and providing expert opinion
where needed. (as we informed
you in the previous bulletin,
Vera Vlahović-Palčevski. and
Robert Vander Stichele had
been choosen to represent us
in this project while Hege
Salvesen Blix, our secretary,
would
represent
WHO
ATC/DDD centre).
The registration period were
between 14 January - 1
February,
2008
(except
Argentina where it will take
place in July, 2008). Patients
who visited GP’s office with
signs of respiratory tract
infection and met inclusion
criteria were included. A predefined
registration
form
were filled out by GPs (see
details in previous bulletin).

The status of the project was
summarized at the HAPPY
AUDIT
Steering
group
meeting in Copenhagen, 15
April 2008. Our expert Vera
Vlahović-Palčevski participated
in this meeting. Below you find
her report about the current
activities
of
EuroDURG
experts.
“We were asked to participate
in the development of quality
indicators for diagnosis and
treatment
of
respiratory
tract infections in general
practice. (A quality indicator is
a measurable variable used to
assess quality.)
A number of quality indicators
are being developed by means
of the Delphi method. (The
Delphi method is a consensus
method. The main purpose is
to define levels of agreement
on controversial subjects. It is
a multi-stage technique, each
stage building on the previous
one.)
In this two “rounds” of Delphi
surveys over 20 experts
(including EuroDURG experts)
rate the proposed quality
indicators twice. Between the
two
rounds
experts will
receive feedback (how he/she
scored compared to other
participants,
anonymous).
After the two rounds, the
best practice will be defined.
The first Delphi-round were
conducted between April 29May 14.. We had to rate 46
proposed
indicators:
10
concerning suspected acute
sinusitis, 10 suspected acute
otitis media, 12 suspected
acute
tonsillitis/pharyngitis,
14 suspected lower respratory
tract infections (bronchitis,
pneumonia and COPD).
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Each quality indicator consists of two parts, one concerning
relevance for reducing antimicrobial resistance and the other
clinical relevance for the patient. The second “Delphi” round
will be conducted soon.”

Vera Vlahović-Palčevski, Ria Benko

ISPE - Special Interest Group
Drug Utilization Research (SIG-DUR)
As reported in the 2007 Bulletin, within the ISPE Special
Interest Group – Drug Utilization Research (SIG-DUR) five
project groups have been formed.

Relations with
Health
Insurers

International
ATC-DDD
Browser

Prescribing
Quality

Cross national
comparison

Methods for
testing
interventions

Summary and updates on two projects with special
involvement and contribution of some ExCO members are
summarized below.

Update on International ATC/DDD
Browser
Within the SIG-DUR (Special Interest Group on Drug
Utilization Research) of the International Society of
Pharmaco-epidemiology, a special project group was
established to promote a project concerning the international
Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical Classification (ATC). This
project is also endorsed and supported by the European Drug
Utilization Group.
Our plan is to create a web application where scientists can
browse the ATC classification and select countries to check
the link between ATC codes and medicinal product packages
(MPP) on the market of that country.
In addition, information will be given on the content of these
medicinal product packages, expressed in numbers of Defined
Daily Doses (DDD) per package.
The aim of this project (called MPP/ATC/DDD browser) is to
provide a practical tool for validity checks of data used in
cross national comparisons of drug exposure. In addition, this

application would also identify who is
responsible in each country for the
maintenance of the link between
evolving therapeutic arsenal and the
evolving ATC/DDD classification.
It would be of help within the
countries to stimulate cooperation and
consistency in the use of the
ATC/DDD methodology.
A prototype with the data of one
country (Belgium) is to be seen on
http://atc.ramit.be. We intent to
enlarge prototype to 4 European
countries by this summer.
During
the
ISPE
meeting
in
Copenhagen, we plan a meeting on this
project, where the initiators and
participating countries and countries
willing to participate could meet.

Robert Vander Stichele
For the project Group “Interational
ATC-DDD Browser” within the IPSE
SIG-DUR

Update on Cross
National Comparisons
As described in the previous bulletin
the aim of the ISPE SIG-DUR Cross
National Collaboration group is to
describe the status of the art of drug
utilisation research (DUR) and related
data collection systems.
The first incentive, the dedicated
poster session for ISPE 2008
conference with participation of
several
countries
is
under
construction. The special workshop &
poster session will take place on
Tuesday, August 19,between 11:0012:30; Poster area)

These projects are
still open for
participation!
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During this dedicated poster
session structured posters (with
common design), one poster
presenting one country will be
mounted.
The
information
collected and presented on
posters will include details on
the organisation of DU research
in different countries, the
availability of DUR data in terms
of volume and/or expenditures
for ambulatory and hospital use,
the sophistication and linkage of
these data with patient data and
prescriber,
description
of
available databases in the
country
and
information
concerning usage of prescribing
quality
indicators.
The
information is being collected
through
a
uniformed
questionnaire that has been
designed for that purpose.
Several European and
non-European countries have
confirmed their participation or
expressed their interest in the
project (Belgium, Croatia, Czech
Republic, Germany, Hungary,
Italy, Japan, Norway, Slovenia,
Sweden..

For collaboration
• International
ATC/DDD
Browser
project please contact
Robert Vander Stichele
• Cross
National
Comparison
project
please contact: Monique
Elseviers
or
Vera
Vlahović-Palčevski

See contact details
at the ExCo list
below

We expect a high participation
rate of EuroDURG countries,
demonstrating that Europe still
plays a leading role in drug
utilization research!
For more information and
downloading the documents,
please
visit:
http://www.eurodurg.com
For collaboration please contact
Monique Elseviers or Vera
Vlahović-Palčevski.

Vera Vlahović-Palčevski
For the project Group “Cross
National Comparison” within the
IPSE SIG-DUR.
NEWS from national DUR
groups

German activities in drug
utilisation
A conference on new approaches
to
avoid
inappropriate
prescribing in the German
healthcare system has been held
in March 2008 in Frankfurt am
Main by the German DURG (GAA
e.V.). About 20 members of key
academic research groups and
health care institutions which
are involved in this topic
participated.
The
program
included a survey of current
research activities and consent
of future, joint activities. A
German
version
of
the
conference minutes can be
received from Prof. S. Harder
(harder@em.uni-frankfurt.de).

Prof. Sebastian Harder
Chair of the GAA eV
We invite other national
DUR groups to inform us
about their activities!

Please send your summary to
monique.elseviers@ua.ac.be

Members of the
EuroDURG
Executive Committee
2006-2008
Monique Elseviers (chair)
University of Antwerp
Campus drie Eiken
Universiteitsplein 1
B-2610 Wilrijk
BELGIUM
Tel: +32 473 98 56 14
Fax: +32 3664 84 59
Email:
monique.elseviers@ua.ac.be

Peter Mol (treasurer)
Department
of
Pharmacology
University of Groningen
P.O.box 196
9713 AV Groningen
THE NETHERLANDS
Tel: +31 50 3638313
Fax: +31 50 3632812
E-mail:
P.G.M.Mol@med.umcg.nl

Hege
Salvesen
(secretary)

Clinical

Blix

WHO Collaborating Centre for
Drug Statistics Methodology
Norwegian Institute of Public
Health
P.O. Box 4404 Nydalen
0403 Oslo
NORWAY
Tel: +47 21078163
Fax: +47 21078146
E-mail:
hege.salvesen.blix@fhi.no
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Robert Vander Stichele

Elisabetta Poluzzi

Heymans Institute of
Pharmacology
Ghent University
De Pintelaan, 185, B-9000 Gent
BELGIUM
Tel: +32 92269808
E-mail:

Dept. Pharmacology, University
of Bologna
Via Irnerio, 48
I 40126 Bologna
ITALY
Tel: +39 0512091809
Fax: +39 051248862
E-mail:
elisabetta.poluzzi@unibo.it

robert.vanderstichele@rug.ac.be

Vera Vlahovic-Palcevski
Unit for Clinical Pharmacology
University Hospital Rijeka
Kresimirova 42
51000 Rijeka
CROATIA
Tel: +385 51 658805/Fax: +385
51 337536
E-mail:
vvlahovic@inet.hr

Morten Andersen
Clinical Pharmacology
University of Southern Denmark
J.B.Winsløws vej 9A
DK-5000 Odense C
DENMARK
Tel: +45 65503791
Fax: +45 65503980
E-mail:
mandersen@health.sdu.dk

Ingrid Schubert
PMV forschungsgruppe
Herderstrasse 52-54
D-50931 Kõln
GERMANY
Tel: +49 221-4786545
Fax: +49 221-4786766
E-mail:
ingrid.schubert@uk-koeln.de

Katrin Janhsen
Zentrum fur Sozialpolitik
Parkallee 39
28209 Bremen
GERMANY
Tel: +49 421218-4381
Fax: +49 421218-7455
E-mail:
kjanhsen@zes.uni-bremen.de

Vasco Maria A.J.
INFARMED
Av.do Brasil, 53
1749 -004 Lisbon
PORTUGAL
Tel: 351 21 7987109
Email:
vasco.maria@infarmed.pt

Bjørn Wettermark
Läkemedelscentrum
Stockholms läns landsting
Box 17533
SE-118 91 Stockholm
SWEDEN
Tel: +46 8-737 40 81, 070/558
56 41
Fax: +46 8-737 40 12
E-mail: bjorn.wettermark@sll.se

Stephen Chapman
Dept. of Medicines Management
Keele University
Keele Staffs, ST5 5BG
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel: +44 782 584131
Fax: +44 782 713586
E-mail:
s.r.chapman@mema.keele.ac.uk

Ria Benkı
Dept. of Clinical Pharmacy
University of Szeged,
Szikra utca 8
Szeged H-6725
HUNGARY
Tel/Fax: +36 62 544 921
E-mail:
benko@clph.szote.u-szeged.hu
or benkoria@gmail.com

Chairs
(or contact persons) of
National DURGs
ARMENIA: DURG-Armenia
Dr. Irina Kazarian
Department of Pharmacy,
National Institute of Health
49/4 Komitas Avenue
Yerevan, 375051, Republic of
Armenia
Tel.: +374 2 227247;
Fax: +374 3907216
E-mail:
ioannis@1x2.yerphi.am or
durg@mail.ru
BELGIUM: B-DURG
Monique Elseviers
University of Antwerp, Campus
drie Eiken
Universiteitsplein 1, B-2610
Wilrijk, BELGIUM
Tel: +32 473 98 56 14
Fax: +32 3664 84 59
Email:
monique.elseviers@ua.ac.be
CROATIA: Croatia-DURG
Vera Vlahović-Palčevski
Unit for Clinical Pharmacology,
University Hospital Rijeka,
Kresimirova 42, 5100 Rijeka,
Croatia
Tel.+385 51 658805
E-mail:
vvlahovic@inet.hr
CZECH REPUBLIC: CzechDURG
Petr Dvorak
Vsenory 448, 25231, Czech
Republic
Tel.+42 257 711 221;
Mobile.+42 6059040145
E-mail:
pdvorak448@volny.cz
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DENMARK: The Danish
Society for
Pharmacoepidemiology
Morten Andersen
Clinical Pharmacology, University
of Southern Denmark
J.B.Winsløws vej 9A, DK-5000
Odense C, DENMARK
Tel: +45 65503791
Fax: +45 65503980
E-mail:
mandersen@health.sdu.dk
GERMANY: German-DURG
Sebastian Harder
Clinical Pharmacology, Johann
Wolfgang Goethe University
Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Tel: +49 (69)6301-6423
Fax: +49 (69)6301-7636
E-mail:
harder@em.uni-frankfurt.de
GREECE: DURG GR
A. Iliopoulou
Section of Clinical Pharmacology,
Dept. of Clinical Therapeutics,
Athens University. Alexandra
Hospital
80 Vas Sofias Str., 115 28
Athens, Greece
Tel: +30 210 7771 731
E-mail:
ailiop@atlas.uoa.gr
HUNGARY: DURG-Hungary
Gyöngyvér Soós
Department of Clinical Pharmacy
University of Szeged, Faculty of
Pharmacy
Szikra utca 8, Szeged H-6725,
HUNGARY
Tel:+36-62-544921
Tel:+36-62-544922
e-mail:
soos@pharm.u-szeged.hu
ISRAEL: ISRAEL DURG
Micha Levy
P.O. Box 4746, 38900 Caesarea,
Israel
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Tel.: +972 4 6363041
Fax: +972 4 6261304
E-mail:
MLevy@md.huji.ac.il
ITALY: DURG-Italia
Domenico Motola
Department of Pharmacology
University of Bologna
Via Irnerio, 48, I-40126
Bologna, Italy
Tel: not available
E-mail:
dmotola@biocfarm.unibo.it
THE NETHERLANDS: NLDURG
Toine Egberts
Dept. of Pharmacoepidemiology,
Faculty of Pharmacy
University of Utrecht
PO Box 800082, NL-3508 TB
Utrecht, The Netherlands
Tel.: +31 30 253 7325;
Fax : +31 30 253 9166
E-mail:
a.c.g.egberts@pharm.uu.nl
NORWAY: DURG Norway
Ingebjørg Buajordet
Norwegian Medicines Agency
Svein Oftedalsvei 8, 0950 Oslo,
Norway
Tel.: +47 22897700
Fax : +47 22897799
E-mail:
ingebjorg.buajordet@noma.no
Republic of SERBIA: DURG
Vesela Radonjic
Medicines and Medical Devices
Agency of Serbia
National Centre for Information
on Medicines and Medical
Devices
458, Vojvode Stepe Street,
Belgrade 11 152
Serbia and Montenegro
Tel +381 11 39 75 614
E-mail:
vesela.radonjic@alims.sr.gov.yu

SPAIN: DURG-ESPAÑA
Emilio Sanz
Clinical Pharmacology Unit,
School of Medicine, University
of La Laguna
E-38071 La Laguna, Tenerife,
Spain
Tel.: +34 922 319347;
Fax: +34 922 655995
E-mail: esanz@ull.es
RUSSIA: DURG-Russia
Svetlana A. Ratchina
Department of Clinical
Pharmacology, State Medical
Academy
P.O. Box 5, Smolensk, 214019
Russia
Tel. +7 0812 611301/27, ext 114;
fax: +7 0812 611294
E-mail:
sveta@antibiotic.ru
SWEDEN: The Swedish
Society for
Pharmacoepidemiology
Michael Fored
Unit of Clinical Epidemiology,
Medical Institute, Karolinska
University Hospital
SE-171 76 Stockholm, Sweden
E-mail:
michael.fored@medks.ki.se
UNITED KINGDOM: DURG-UK
Steve Chapman
Department of Medicines
Management
University of Keele
Stafffordshire ST5 5BG, Keele
Tel.+44 1782 584131
Fax.+44 1782 713586
E-mail:
s.r.chapman@mema.keele.ac.uk
For updates of addresses or
inquiries, please visit our
website: www.eurodurg.com, or
contact Hege Salvesen Blix:
hege.salvesen.blix@fhi.no

